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Foreward.

The theme of our church centenary celebrations has
been “the old and the new”.

Nothing reflects “the old” better than having in our
Parish the ancient Chasuble which has been dated to
c.1485.

We are greatly indebted to the advisors and
volunteers who have devoted many hours of their
time to carry out the skilled work and historical
research necessary to ensure that it will now be
preserved for future generations.

As with all projects of this kind there were costs to be
met and we are grateful for the advice and financial
support from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

it is a fitting climax to the efforts of all those involved
that Bishop Michael Campbell OSA of Lancaster
re-dedicated the Chasuble at our Centenary Mass.

Folbe Lol Wbl

Rev. John M. Walsh
Parish Priest
8™ September 2012.
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CHASUBLE STORY

INTRODUCTION.

WHAT IS A CHABUE?

A Chasuble is a vestment worn by the priest
celebrating Holy Masst is usually part of a set of
matching vestments and altar furnishings. The colours
can vary according to the liturgical calendar and could
be green (for Ordinary time); purple (Lesntd

Advent); red (Martyrs and Pentecost) and white
(Special Feast Days and Saints).

England was famous for its production of vestments,
particularly for the type of liturgical embroidery

known asH LJdza ! y FfThinhclidixygald

work of such amazopquality that it came to the
attention of Pope Innocent IV. In 1246 he asked the
Abbots of all the Cistercian monasteries in England to
send these sumptuous gold embroideries to him to
decorate his own vestmentsa request which

pleased the London merchgs.

Thechasubleat St. Joh&is a typical example. Very
few of these vestments survive and even fewer are in
such good condition. Hopefully the conservatigifi
ensure that it will be around for many more decades
if not centuries.



PART 1

EARLY HISRY

TheChasuble ia survivor.

Dating back to the later years of the fifteenth century
it has existed through major upheavals in the history
of the Roman Catholic Church.

Probably first used around 85 its early years would
have been fairly uneventfldut when Henry VIii

broke away from the established church and founded
the Protestant Church in 1533 the chasuble would
have experienced a number of changes.

| SYyNEQa 2yfeé a2y 9RéglF NR 06SOl
10 but died six years later. He had been biatugp in
a Protestant environment.

Edward was succeeded by his sister, Mary, who had
remained Catholic.

She was followed by Elizabeth who was Protestant.

She was succeeded by James | (James VI of Scotland)
¢ Protestant but tolerant towards Catholics.

The next Monarch was Charles |I. He was Protestant,
married to a Catholic

Oliver Cromwell, a Puritan, replaced Charles.



10 years later CharlesgProtestant but sympathetic
towards Catholicg returned to claim the throne.

He was followed by his brotheJames, a Catholic.

WEYSaQ RIdMAKISNE al NBZ |
William of Orange, also a Protestant and they ruled
jointly.

In 1689 the Bill of Rights declared it illegal for a
Catholic to rule the country and so Protestants have
ruled since hen.

However in the early fcentury the Catholic
Emancipation Act was passed and Catholicism again
became an acceptable part of the religious life of
Great Britain.

The various monarchs, according to their differing
beliefs, changed the laws regardiraligion each time
they occupied the thronelife for any relics,
vestments and artefacts as well as the population
became a sesaw.

THE REFORMATION

Henry VIII decreed that any items connected to the
Catholic faith should be destroyed and buildings
demolished. The celebration of Mass was outlawed
and death was th@unishment for anyone caught in
the act. Priests were treated particularly harshly with

t
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torture widespread. Anyone found sheltering priests

or hiding religious artefacts was imprisoned andithe

property burned to the ground. Dissolution of the

Monasteries and the destruction of many priceless
20285004 ¢la GKS NBadAdG 2F 1S

Staunch Catholics were determined to continue to
practise their faith and took many risks protecting
themselves, their possessions and hiding priests.
People bought goods, or stole them, to keep them
safe until Catholicism returned.

A decree of 1538 declared each parish must purchase

a Bible; extinguish all lights apart from those on the

altar, in the rood I& and before the Easter sepulchre;

YR NBY2@S lye AYlI3ISa (KIFaG K
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were to seize all surviving goods except linen,

Chaliceg and bells. All other goods had to be sold

and the mone); with all the plate and jewelg sent

to London.

Many vestments were hidden, either in the church or
in the homes of local Catholic gentry families. Others
were even restructured to serve as a covering for the
altar table.

There are several exampleslo€al Catholic families
taking chalices and vestments out of churches at the
time of the reformation to protect them for the

future. In safer times these were again placed in



Catholic churches, usually fairly near their original
church.

Few textilesof this period survive as they are easily
damaged by damp, insects or prolonged exposure to
light. Only the most precious have tended to survive
in England, often secretly kept by Catholic families.

In 1648 Fr. Philip Holden was saying Mass at Chaigley,
nNSIFENJ {2y eKdzZNEGX 6KSYy / NRYgSE
the church and murdered him. Family members who

were present rescued his severed head and

bloodstained vestments and kept them in secret until

1823 when they were given to St. Rol@rthurch at

Catforth whee they have remained.

Besides setting an example of steadfastness in
adversity, keeping in touch with other Catholic
strongholds around the country, and offering safe
houses to priests, such families made funds available
and later operated practical schees as the
establishment of endowments for apprenticing
Catholic boys and gitls

The survival of vestments in contemporary collections
is therefore almost exclusively the result of religious
resistance.

The survival of the T5century vestment at St Joh
the Evangelist, Poultele-Fylde, in such wonderful
condition is very unusual. Although it has been
altered at some point to change it from the original
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has the original background fabric to whithe

Orphreys are attached. In many other cases the

background fabric has been judged to be so worn that

the Orphreys have been removed and attached to

another piece of suitable fabric. At least two

Chasubles are attributed to Mary Queen of Scots who

attached 18" centuryOrphreys to material originally

intended to be made into a dress.

Whalley Abbeyvas a powerful Cisteraramonastery
founded in 1170. At the Reformation vestments
made between 14185 for the Abbey were taken for
safe keeping by th&owneley family, who kept, and
occasionally used, the vestments over the following
four centuries. 11922 a set of the vestments was
a2tR G {20KSotofthafamilg. | RS&O0S
Some items were pghased by Burnley Town Council
and are now on display in Toeley Hall Burnley.
Coincidentally, the Conservation @€r supervising
the work on St. Joa Chasuble also worked on the
Whalley Abbey Vestments.

Tradition says that a chalice at Claughtote
belonged to the parish church of Poulton le Fylde. In
the troubled times of the Reformation it fell into the
hands of the Heskeths of Maynes Hall and when the
Heskeths succeeded to the Claughton estate they
took the chalice with them. In 1782 Mr Jasne
Hesketh Brockholethe last survivor of the lineggave

it to the Rev John Barrow, then priest of the missions
of Claughton, where it remains.


http://www.aboutlancs.com/whalley.htm

{G alNrQa [SeflyR KFa | OK
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the first mission was established there; it is possible

that it had originally come from the prfeeformation

{ G al ANF&@nyhblgh is a chaligeossibly

rescuedfrom the Franciscan convent in Donegal by a
Lancashire General. Achaleg/ I NI SR WNB a i 2 N
G2 /+d2yQ A& |G I 2Nyoe FyR A
used by the historian Lingard during the time he was

priest there, between 1811 and 1851.

It
[

A chalice is easier to hide than a vestment. When

repairwork was being done in Warrington parish

church, a hidden staircase was discovered probably

once leading to the rood loft. On the steps was a

NAOKf& SYONRARSNBR OKlFadzomt Sz
Catholic Church.

The various Acts of Uniformity during theigns of
Edward VI & Elizabeth | forbade the wearing of
traditional Catholic vestments during worship.

St. Joh@ Chasuble must have been successfully
hidden away until the rule of Queen Mary when the
Catholic Church was#established and an edict
proclamed that Mass could now be celebrated
without fear of punishment and all vestments and
artefacts used again. There is evidence thal ® W2 Ky Q&
chasuble had suffered some form of attack and
repairs were made to it at the time it was-shaped.



The reestablishment was short lived as it was

reversed by Elizabeth when she succeeded Mary and

the Protestant Church became the Church of England.
She enforced this by laalthough she showed some
tolerance towards the Catholic Church. However, she

was excommunicad by the Popesurvived a number

of assassination plots by Catholics, and declared that

any priest ordained during her reign was to leave the
country within forty days. Any who disobeyed or who
re-entered England, would automatically be guilty of
hightrdd a2y ® !'y& fl & LISNAR2Y @K2
gAGOUAYTEEQ AKSTEtGSNBR | LINRSaA
penalty. Anyone who sent money to English colleges
and seminaries abroad could lose their goods and
suffer imprisonment.

The Lancashire laity were able betweéem to

sustain the practice of their faith, especially through a
network of gentry and minor gentry families. The
enforcement of these laws was spasmodiihe
Protestant gentry were mindful of their Catholic
neighbours, and government officials acted with
circumspection.

In 1603 Elizabeth was succeeded by James VI of
Scotland who became James | of England. He united
the two countries which then became Great Britain.
A more peacdoving monarch than his predecessors
he managed to control religious and pimlal factions
for the next 22 years inducing a small degree of
stability between Catholics and Protestants.



In 1626 he was succeeded by his son Charles. Married
to a Catholic, Charles, a Protestant, preferred a High
Anglican form of worship. This did thy@ease most of

the population especially the Puritans and once again
disputes between Protestant and Catholic factions
arose. Financial problems also added to unrest and
the outcome was the Civil War which led to the rise

to power of Oliver Cromwell.

Cromwell hadembracel Puritanism and was

intolerant of Catholic ceremonies although he did not
outlaw them.He became more fanatical about
Puritanism and allowed his armies to rampage almost
out of control against the established church and the
catholic comnanities so once again Catholic artefacts
had to be hidden. The armies were particularly active
in the north of England and the Battle of Preston took
place at Penwortham!. NB Y ¢ St f Q& LJ2 LJdzf | NR
weakened and eventually he was forced out of
power.

After sperding many years in exile Charles Il, the
eldest surviving son of Charles I, returned to claim
the throne and, although a protestant, sympathised
with the Catholic church and tried to legalise
tolerance towards Catholics and Noonformists but
Parliamentwould have none of it.

The plague and the Great Fire together with wars
against the Dutch did nothing to endear him to
Parliament but negotiating subsidies with the French
and increasing trade abroad helped him to maintain



an even relationship. He marridds niece to the
Protestant William of Orange in the hope of
improving his standing witRarliament but the

discord between religious factions continued and the
Catholic and Nowonformist communities still
struggled against the established power of the
Protestant church. Charles eventually converted to
Catholicism on his death bed in 1685.

He was succeeded by his brother, James, who had

converted to Catholicism in 1669 and took a stand

against religious intolerancdames faced rebellion

FNRY / Héghda® doR,dhe Buke of

Monmouth who laid claim to the throne but this was
ONHzAKSR® | 245S@PSNI GKAA O2y Ff A
efforts to give equality to Catholics caused more

problems with parliament. He tried to promote

Catholics to prominent posdns and declared

complete religious tolerance. His wife gave birth to a

son and fears of Catholic succession prompted a

group of Protestants to appeal to William of Orange,
KdzaolyR 2F WFYSaQ RIdAKGSNI a
Protestant, for help. William raised ammy and

James fled abroad. Parliament declared an abdication

and crowned William and Mary.

James helped by French support, returned with an

army and landed in Ireland but was defeated at the

battle of the Boyne. James again went into exile and

never retuned.

The hopes of Catholics were once again dashed.



Now approaching the 8century and under staunch
Protestant rule Catholics faced more intolerance. The
Bill of Rights of 1689 increased the power of
parliament and declared it illegal for a Cathabc
become King or Queen.

Only in the early 19 century when Catholic
Emancipation was established was it safe to bring out
all the vestments and articles which had been hidden.

From around this time the Chasuble&tt Joh@ has
been regularly usedand more repairs carried out

until recently when it was obviously deteriorating and
a decision was taken to preserve it.

Advice was sought from the Lancashire Conservation
Studios in Preston and with the help and supervision
of the Textile Conservation @fer, conservation work
has been carriedut; the Chasubléas been saved
andwill be around for many more years.



The Catforth Relics



PART Il

KNOWN HISTORY

To date three references to the vestment have been

found ¢ in the Lancaster Dioces&irectory for 1938,

Ay 52Y . fdzyRStfQa WhftR /I (K2
published in 1938, and an article in the Gazette and

Herald for April 36 1938.

Of these three the original source seems to be the
Lancaster Diocesan Directory for 1938 which

Ay i NP Raa@S$dR histrical sketches of the
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description ofan oldbel] W¢ KS 20 KSNJ Aa | ¢
red vestment dating certainly beyond penal times. Its

history is uncertain but it is said that about ninety

years ago the vicar of the Protestant church handed it
overtothe CatholicpgrSad o6SOl dzaS AG 41 &

This description of SW2 Ky Q& Ay G(GKS wmdboy
which includes this reference to the vestment must

therefore have been provided . Harker who was

Fd {0 wW2KyQa o6SG6SSy mdop |y
succeededhe inimitable Caon Vaughanlt was Fr

Harker who involved the V & A in trying to give a date



to the vestment butas the museum pointed out, it

was rather difficult for them to do so from the black

and white photographs @mvided. From the

photographsii K S + 4t is bne &f thé rRost W
perfectprewSF2NX I A2y aLSawyYSya A
dated it as 1534 More recent research into medieval
vestments suggests that it could have been made as

early as 1470. lllustrations of identical vestments

appear in books dealing thi the history of medieval
embroidery.¢ KS dzaS 2 F Whlddmon! y 3t A C
St. Joh&@ Chasuble ceased towards the end of the

15" century.

This therefore seems to be the sourgkthe story of

the vestment. So where might Fr Haek have found

the information? The date is fairly specifc® | 6 2 dzi

don & S| -mhiEt woul BeQround 1848. ltis

possible that he might have got the information from

an elderly parishioner who was regesy a
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that time was Fr Philip Orrell who was there between

1834 and 1862.

The other two references:
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repeats the text from the 1938 Dictory virtually

word for word. However an interesting report in the

Gazette ad Herald for April 30 1938 sheds some

light. On April231938{ GG DS 2 NgF6Haker 5 | &

wore the vestment at the Mass held in celebration of

the patron saint of England. The writer commeW#d {

is probably 50 years since this famous ceremonial
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possibly last worn in the 1880s. Again who provided

this date to the journalist possibly an older member

of the congregation?

Was the vestment in Singleton?

The journalist comments$V (i K S NiBny of eld

inhabitants of Poulton who are under the impression

that it originally came from the old Catholic church at
{Ay3tSiz2y 6KSy Al gFa RSY2ftA

In fact the old Catholic church in Singleton was not
demolished in 1813. In 1749 the new lordioé

manor of Singleton, who owned the building whi

the Catholics had been usiag a chapel, gave it to

the Bishop of Chester to be used as a chapel of ease
to Kirkham. About 1770 a new Catholic chapel was
built in Singleton and this was used until thew

chapel was built in Poulton in 1813. The Singleton
Catholic chapel was again in use between 1832 and
1860. In 1809 the old Protestant chapel of ease was
demolished and replced by a new Protestant church
and it in turn was replaced by the presebit Anne's
Church in 1861

Was the vestment in Poulton?

The vestment appearsto conie2z { 4 W2 Ky Qa I N
My ny @& LG Aa&a NBO2NRSR Ay {1
accounts for 1846 that a good deal of work was done

on the interior of the church: the ceilingas raised;

the inside walls were replastered and repainted;

new pews for the churchwardens and the singers
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pulpit placed a little further back; the font was

brought in front of the reading &sk; the

commandments were repainted and a painted

window introduced at the east end. Was it at this

time of major internal reordering that the hidden
@SaityYSyid ¢l a RAaAO2OSNBR Ay {
W2 Ky Q&K | 26 SASNI (0 KwhereNI A4S a
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ordered in the 1750s into a simple rectangular
DS2NBALFY WLINBI OKAy3 02EQ 6Al
and thepulpit placed in the centreThis design gives

little storage space other than the bwer.

The vestrent is in remarkable conditiomarticularly
when compared with other old vestments in
Lancashire which have been in constant use and are
very badly worn. This may suggest that it was used
very infrequently over its life time; isntore likely

that during times of trouble it was stored in the
house of a local Catholic family rather than in a
church?



PART llI

HOW WAS IT MADE?

Most of thefollowinginformation is the result of
extensive research by, and the knowledgd an
expertise of, Eleanor Palmer, Textile Conservation
Officer at the Lancashire Conservation Studios.

In the medieval period a sumptuous display of fabrics
in dress was as important in the local parish as it was
for royalty and aristocracy. The use ohriabrics

and silver and gold threads together with pattern
books of designs which included birds and beasts, all
contributed to the development of designs which
were used for both manuscripts and embroideries.

The high cost of the materials, preciouk sihd fine
embroidery, especially containing metallic threads,
led to them being used economically and were often
recycled.

St. Joh@ Chasuble is made from dark red silk velvet
heavily embroidered in silk and couched gilt threads
as well as tiny gilt spales (sequins) and applied
motifs depicting angels, seraphwvith wings of
peacock feathers anfibliage enclosing pineapples
Sprays, originally worked in silver gilt threads,



embroidered directly onto the velvet with spangles
probably represent the Holgpirit at Pentecost.

The fabric is probably of Italian origin as velvet was
not woven in England until the middle of the™6
century.

It is in exceptionally good condition for its age
approximately 540 years.

Dated to the late 1% century it would aiginally have

been bell shaped. (The wodhasuble derives from

OF adzZ I 6 KAOK A aBetalséthg/ T2 NJ Wt
weight made it difficult for the priest to raise his arms

at the consecration it became customary to cut away

the sides and the shield diddle shape evolved.



Chasuble back the partial embroidered motifs at the
edges indicate that the shape has been changed.



Chasuble Front the green shaded area indicates the
original shape before being cut away into the fiddle
back shape.

Assilk velvet was a costly fabric it was used sparingly
so the pieces were linked together by embroidered
panels known as Orphreyysn the centre front and
back. The Pillar Orphrey on the fracinsists of three
sectionsfrom the neck to the lower edge and
contains images of two saints one at the top, thought
to be St. Matthew, and one at the bottom, thought to
be St. Thomas, with the figure of a nobleman in the
centre.

Forming the central part of the back of the chasuble
the Cross Orphrey reaches from theck to the lower
edge and depicts, from the top, the Holy Spirit in the
form of a Dove; I N R hbove a Tatrshaped crucifix



with Christ; Angels catching His Holy Blood in cups;
mourning figures of the Virgin Mary with the disciple,

John, holding a boolg Saint with a book and club

believed to be the image of St. James the Less who

gl & YdZNRSNBER o6& 0SAy3a oSk GSy
and part of the image of a nobleman. The amount of
ermined NAYYAyYy 3 GKA& y20fSYlFyQa
suggests that he could habeen of royal desceng

maybe even the king. The ruling house around the

time{ i ® WaskibleQvis made was the house of
Lancaster.

Underside of front showing the tweelvetsections
joined by the Pillar Orphrey



Heavily embroidered ith sik thread in many colours
and with large areas of couched silver gilt the
Orphreys would originally have had a very rich,
ornate appearance. The facial features and the hands

and feet are very clearly defined although some
stitches are missing.

Beautful stitch detail

Assembled in a traditional manner the Orphreys

consist of sections of embroidered architectural
backgrounds with images chosen by the recipient

added to the designThe backgrounds to the images

YR (0KS &l AydQa Kdefe®id 6 SNB



silver gilt (now unfortunately tarnished) creating a
very rich effect.

The velvet most probably had had a previous life as it
was the custom for rich patrons or members of the
nobility to give their robes to priests or parishes to be
converted nto vestments Faint vertical lines of wear
have been identified which might indicate gathers in
a robe.Velvet was a very costly fabric, not woven in
England until the middle of the f&century. It was

most likely produced in Italy and imported. It may
also have arrived in England in the form of robes. Silk
fibres richly dyed were used and the cost would be
well beyond the resources of local parishes. Only the
wealthy cathedrals of Europe would have been able
to afford new vestments.

Because silk velvetas so precious it was used
sparinglyand regularly recycledt was woven in
narrow lengths and the use of the Orphreys served to
cover seams or to bridge the gaps.



Pillar Orphrey

There were two designof Orphrey a straight panel
known as the P#ir Orphrey for the front of the
Chasuble



The Cross Orphrey

and the Cross Orphrey for the back which would be
dedicated to the crucifixion. This Orphrey was always
larger and more ornately decorated than the Pillar
Orphrey so that it would be seen leyeryone in the
congregation at the elevation of the sacraments. This
sight would have been quite breathtaking as the



flickering candle light would pick out the silver gilt
embroidery and the tiny spangles on the velvet.

The Orphreys themselves were abructed in small
workshopsg usually by menThe architectural
backgrounds followed traditional patterns and motifs
chosen by the recipierguch as images shints and
noblemen were included in the embroidery. The
figures of Christ on the cross and tha#eSt. John

and Mary were appliquéd later. Among the
embroidered motifs were figures richly robed in
ermine which suggests nobility and could possibly be
images of the benefactors. The features of the
figures were precisely stitched and details on the
clothing can still beseenclearly.

Lavishly ermine trimmed robes of a nobleman.



