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Thanks to those who replied to my last scripture reflection with your own thoughts – if you want to be taken off the email list, or know
anyone who may appreciate the contact, please let me know – or print it for a neighbour. (If you have only just started to receive these
daily reflections it is because I have only just found your address, sorry)
Thanks. Fr Peter.

Notes from Fr Peter:

Lockdown III: In England Religious Worship can continue under COVID safe rules – though we are
not allowed to meet outside in groups of more than two. If you have symptoms please do not
come to church.
Mass during the week:
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

6.00pm
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
6.00pm

Vigil Mass at St John’s
St John’s
St Martin’s
St John’s
St John’s
Vigil Mass at St John’s

(Daily Scripture is available from www.universalis.com)
Hebrews 2:14-18
Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, Christ too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all
the power of the devil, who had power over death, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear
of death. For it was not the angels that he took to himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham. It was essential that he
should in this way become completely like his brothers so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy high priest of God’s
religion, able to atone for human sins. That is, because he has himself been through temptation he is able to help others who
are tempted.
Mark 1:29-39
On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon’s motherin-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand and helped
her up. And the fever left her and she began to wait on them.
That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The whole town
came crowding round the door, and he cured many who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out
many devils, but he would not allow them to speak, because they knew who he was.
In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed there. Simon and his
companions set out in search of him, and when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go
elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all
through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils.

(What is God saying to you as you hear his Word here?)
Christianity goes back a long way in our history, in our families and in our culture generally. Whilst this
is not a bad thing it can lead us to make assumptions about its meaning for us, and often stops us
challenging ourselves.
The early Christians, when you think about it, were all ‘converts’ to Jesus – whether they had been
Jews or from some form of pagan background, Jesus was new to them. They were also being ‘reborn’
into very young communities with great enthusiasm but only just beginning to find answers to
questions cropping up along the way.
Some of these questions remain the cause of development of all of us as we follow ‘The Way’. And the
most basic of questions for us is: ‘Who is this Jesus?’

The start of the letter to the Hebrews either helps us ask the question, or tests us on our answer at this
stage in our ‘Faith journey’.
The author faces us with a reality: that God has not come to save his people by coming dressed as an
angel. (Would we have felt more grateful if he had?) It is important to realise that Jesus comes to us
through the people who had Abraham for their Father in Faith:
“he took to himself descent from Abraham”
It is important for us to be able to associate with those who come to save us. And so God sends his
Son as one like us so that we know he will understand us:
“It was essential that he should in this way become completely like his brothers
so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy high priest of God’s religion,
able to atone for human sins”
However, to save his people, Gods’ son does also have to have something beyond our experience. This
is a reflection of the Incarnation we have been celebrating over Christmas – but it allows us to ponder
on ‘who this Jesus is’.
The author of the letter to the Hebrews is saying something which we need to dwell on ourselves: If
this Messiah was not like us he would not be helpful to us – but if he was not different from us he
would not be helpful to us!
And so we move to look at the face-paced action of the Gospel passage we have been given today from
St Mark. Here we see the reality of the ‘man like us’ who is the ‘man not like us’. It is a helpful reflection
on the Jesus of the Gospel to see:
Which events are indications the man like us?
Which events are indications of the man not like us at all?
Which events are indications of what we could be like if we only had this man’s faith?

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 13, 2021
"To worship the Lord, we first have to “lift up our eyes”. In other words, not to let ourselves
be imprisoned by those imaginary spectres that stifle hope, not to make our problems and
difficulties the centre of our lives. This does not mean denying reality, or deluding
ourselves into thinking that all is well. On the contrary, it is a matter of viewing problems
and anxieties in a new way, knowing that the Lord is aware of our troubles, attentive to
our prayers and not indifferent to the tears we shed… When we lift up our eyes to God,
life’s problems do not go away, no; instead we feel certain that the Lord grants us the
strength to deal with them."
Pope Francis
HOMILY JANUARY 6, 2021
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COVID 19 Security - When you come to Mass:
Now that we have been allowed to move from private prayer to being able to celebrate Mass together please
remember to do so safely. We have been asked to ensure Government and Church rules which might seem
intrusive but they are designed to remind us to be careful and, above all, to keep distances. Please help us
with this by being careful.
Government guidelines demand that all the congregation (except those with exemption certificates) wear mouth
and nose masks in church
Please maintain a 2m distance as you approach and enter church and be guided by the stewards.
Please note there is a ‘one way’ system – entering church by the left hand door.
Please sanitise your hands as you enter church
You will be invited to leave your name and contact detail for ‘Track & Tracing’ in case of need.
If you wish to wear a face mask you may do this – but please bring your own.
To minimise movement in church Stewards will direct you to fill the benches from the front. You will probably
not be able to go in your ‘usual’ bench but that will give you a new perspective!
Please remove your mask just before approaching for Holy Communion and then replace afterwards.
You will receive instructions for coming forward for Holy Communion. But please respect distancing (don’t
bunch), move for Communion using the one-way system, please stretch out your arms fully as you request Holy
Communion, you will not be invited to speak “Amen” before receiving Holy Communion. These will need to be
kept in mind at first and we do need to remember they, though not the best liturgy, are about distancing and
staying well.
Holy Communion must be received only on the hand. (No gloves, please)
Please sanitise your hands as you leave church by the other door than the one you entered.
As you leave church please move away from the door and remember to distance yourselves if you speak to other
people.
There is a basket at the back of church for your offertory donations – thank you.
There are weekly bulletins at the back of church with other information.
Please do greet other people outside church – but remember to distance yourself and do not meet in groups
that are obviously more than six.
Thanks to our small, but keen, band of stewards, without whom we could not open our church. Please speak to
them if you would like to help with this.

•

Know any parishioners housebound or who may need contacting? - At the start of this lockdown a number of
parishioners offered to find a way of being help to those parishioners who are in need or just housebound. Many
people are in contact with the parish through this email or the WhatsApp group, but you may think of some who
are not getting parish contacts – but they may get family support and food. If you have suggestions please email
their names and addresses to the parish address and we can get parishioners to drop a message in to them.
Thanks.

•

Fleetwood Food Bank: If you know of anyone you think has need of a parcel of food from the Food Bank please
telephone 01253 774313 – they will need an address to have it delivered to.

•

Local COVID19 Helplines (Official message from our Parish Organisers)
The Wyre Council have a dedicated helpline for COVID19 isolation support. If you are struggling to get essential
items, or need help, please ring 01253 891000 and select OPTION 7 when prompted. Alternatively, if you have
access to the internet, you can fill in the online request for help here: www.wyre.gov.uk/coronavirus. There
is also another local network being organised by the Methodist Church - called POULTONCAN. The helpline there
is 01253 670800 between 8am and 10pm, 7 days a week.
We have a group of parish volunteers who are going to be working with the council to respond to requests. If
anyone would like to offer help, please email Jenny at jennifer.hillman.sutcliffe@gmail.com or telephone on
07568502749.

•

Parish WhatsApp Group: Emily Halliwell (as part of the above group) has set up a closed parish WhatsApp account.
I have finally been beaten into joining but am a bit of a WhatsApp virgin as yet! Emily says: “My number is
07969643648 if you want to be added just reply with your mobile number or text me. “

Thoughts contributed by Virus Times readers:
(A few responses from these Virus Times Reflections from our parishioners: Thanks to contributors.)
Wednesday:

I think that gifts say something about both the giver and the recipient. In a way it shows how the giver values the
recipient, and it also shows the recipient how the giver sees him, and whether much thought has gone into the gift.
When the Magi found the baby in lowly surroundings, they could easily have held back the expensive gifts as being
"unsuitable" - but they knew that the gifts were eminently suitable.
The East does seem to value wisdom more than property, where we in the West seem to reverse that view. It is good
that both aspects of Christmas have been joined, but if I could only have one, I would plump for the Eastern view.

Wednesday:

Two things came to me in my reflection. The first is one that you highlight - "they went back by different way" and
you invite us to ask how has my encounter with Jesus changed me. We might make it more challenging - "If I
haven't changed, why not and what must I do? God has put his living Spirit in me to give me the power to be
changed, so what is preventing me from going forward in a different way? Perhaps 'us grownups' need to kneel at
the feet of the infant, adore Mary's child and invite him to change me.
The second point is a small point but "The star halted over the place where the child was ... and going into the house
they saw the child." It would appear perhaps that Mary and Joseph had by this time settled in Bethlehem (hence the
massacre of the two-year old's) and it was from there that they had to flee to Egypt. How can one read scripture
year after year and not see things? Is this why the child is not in the manger?

People being prayed for by our parish groups:
Peter Brownwood
Various Older People we worry about

From Jayne Clark

Paul Sharrock (Not Covid-19)
(and family: Kathryn, Mary & Rachael)

Who is worried about his health – but progressing well.
Whilst we are enjoying the promise of loosening lockdown we still have
concerns for relations and friends who have signs of Covid-19 and who have
been taken to Hospital. Please pray for these people – and for those we don’t
know as well.
Could I please ask that our parishioners pray for all the staff in children's social
care who are still working to safeguard children in our area and around the
country. It never ceases to amaze me how hard they work generally, despite
the abuse that they often are subjected to, but more so currently given the
extra risk that they are putting themselves under to visit the vulnerable.
Paul has arrived back at his unit from the general hospital. It is much easier to
communicate with the special unit and they appreciate how important contact
with family is for people in such situations. Kathryn was allowed to visit Paul
yesterday – he was tired but good – though they had to sit 2 metres apart (Have
you measured that?) Things are looking up, now – and he is has not got COVID
– Thank you, God. Thanks for your prayers so far - Please continue to pray for
them. Fr Peter

‘Thank You, God’ - Do we have any news to thank God for - as well as other people we are praying for?
Our School Staff

Who have broken up for a holiday – and other teachers.

Clare and Pete Cobb’s glorious music

they have sung us through Covid; it’s been a joy – and still is!

For all our Faith-filled Parishioners with
whom we share our weekday Masses.

It’s so supportive to be in the presence of others.

To scientists working on a COVID help

Well done for breakthroughs

